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SUBJECT: PURTHER REACTION TO NEW CABINET 

REF: NICOSIA 0659 

I. CRITICISM OF KYPRIANOU CABINET BY POLITICAL RIGHT 
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INCREASED MARCH 10 WITH CONSERVATIVE NEWSPAPER AGON, 

GENERALLY CONSIDERED PARTIAL TO GREEK CYPRIOT 
NEGOTIATOR TASSOS PAPADOPOULOS, ADDING ITS VOICE TO 
OUTCRY RAISED BY CLERIDES' DEMOCRATIC RALLY. AGON 
SAID A POLITICAL STORM HAD SUPPLANTED TRANQUILLITY IN 
INTERNAL APFAIRS AS RESULT OF WAY CABINET WAS 
RESHUPPLED AND PUTURE DEVELOPMENTS WILL NOT BE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PLEASANT. PAPER EMPHASIZED THAT AN IMPORTANT 
PACTION, THE PRO-MAKARIOS CAMP OUTSIDE KYPRIANOU'S 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, IS NOT REPRESENTED IN NEW CABINET 
AND POINTEDLY PRAISED POUR DEPARTING MINISTERS 
(CHRISTOPHIDES, SPANOS, KOLOTAS, AND PIERIDES) WHO, IT 
SAID, WERE CLOSE TO PRO-MAKARIOS CAMP. 

2. BOTH AGON AND PRO-CI .PRIDES SIMERINI CRITICIZED 
APPOINTMENT OF INEXPERIENCED NICOS ROLANDIS AS POREIGN 
MINISTER, CITING IT AS EXAMPLE OP WEAKNESS IN THE 
CABINET. LATTER PAPER AGAIN ATTACKED RETENTION OF 
SOFIANOS. ON THE LEPT, SOCIALIST (EDEK) PARTY MOUTH- 
PIECE TA NEA'S POINTEDLY QUALIPIED COMMENT WAS SIMILAR TO 
STATEMENT ISSUED PREVIOUS DAY BY COMMUNIST (AKEL) PARTY: 
BOTH SAID THEY WOULD SUPPORT NEW CABINET AS LONG AS IT POL- 
LOWED CORRECT POLICIES. MASS CIRCULATION PHILELEFTHEROS 
COMMENTED THAT NEW GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE GIVEN 
OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE ITSELP BEPORE IT IS CRITICIZED 

BUT CAREPULLY AVOIDED ANY INDICATION OP SUPPORT POR 
NEW CABINET. PRO-DEMOCRATIC PARTY ELEPTHERI KYPROS 
CONTINUED TO BE ONLY PAPER TO ENTHUSIASTICALLY WELCOME 
CABINET. 

3. COMMENT. WE BELIEVE PORMATION OP GOVERNMENT BY 
KYPRIANOU AND ENSUING CONTROVERSY MAY SIGNAL ARRIVAL 
OP NEW KIND OP POLITICS, BASED ON PARTIES, IN CYPRUS. 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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DURING ERA DOMINATED BY MAKARIOS, RIGHT OP CENTER 
PARTIES DID NOT PALY DETERMINING ROLE 
IN COMPETITION FOR POWER. THEY WERE FORMED, REFORMED, 
RENAMED, AND DISBANDED POR MAKARIOS' PRUPOSES AND 
WERE PRIMARILY GROUPINGS AROUND PERSONALITIES. 

COMMUNIST (AKEL) PARTY WAS, AND IS, EXCEPTION, BUT EVEN 
IT DID NOT OPPOSE MAKARIOS, WHO, OF COURSE, KEPT ABOVE 
PARTIES. KYPRIANOU, BY RETAINING LEADERSHIP OF 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY AFTER BECOMING PRESIDENT (ESTABLISHING 
A PRECEDENT) AND BY DRAWING SEVERAL NEW MEMBERS OF 
CABINET FROM THE PARTY, HAS INDICATED HE WILL SEEK TO 
RETAIN POWER THROUGH THE DP. SOME HIGH OFFICERS IN 
DP HAVE STATED THAT THEY CONSIDER STRENGTHENING THE 
PARTY TO BE HIGH PRIORITY TASK. WITH DP IN 
CONTROL OF BOTH PRESIDENCY AND LEGISLATURE FOR NEXT 
FEW YEARS, PARTY WILL BE IN AN ADVANTAGEOUS POSITION TO 
DO SO. OUTSIDERS (CLERIDES, PAPADOPOULOS, AND THEIR 
FOLLOWERS) MAY NOW REALIZE THAT IF THEY ARE EVER TO 
GAIN POWER, THEY WILL HAVE TO BUILD BARTIES CAPABLE OF 
WINNING ELECTIONS. THEY WILL FIND IT EASIER TO PLAY 
THE OPPOSITION ROLE BECAUSE OF KYPRIANOU'S EMPHASIS 
ON THE DP AS MOST IMPORTANT BASE FOR HIS OWN POSITION. 
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